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or slightly increase due to the onset of the echo-baby boom and later
year childbirth patterns among women.

The traditional structure of the [talian American family may
be changing due to higher divorce rates, single and divided families,
smaller number of children, and intermarriages. Italian American
cultural patterns are stiil present defining the uniqueness of this ethnic
population through the Italian language, and sufficiently large
presence of its immigrant history through its elderly and possible new
inunigrant arrivals.

Later generations of Italian Americans have made great strides in
its education achievement levels and career accomplishments 10
decision making occupations contradicting the historical stereotypes of
ltalian Americans as uneducated, unskilled, bigots, bums, and
buffoons. However, even though the socio-demographic statistics show
that Italian Americans have achieved equivalent social-demographic
status among ils non-ltalian American peers, it appears that this
population may not be making sufficient inroads into the infrastructure
of the social-political decision-making positions within government
occupations.

These results provide a preliminary assessment of the
changing socio-demographics of the [talian Amercan community in
New York State, New York City, and Long Island in the period 1980
to 1990. The findings provide an indication of the further rescarch
needed 10 better understand the Italian American society.'
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